Where are we?
Start outside the museum
You must have an adult with you. Stand on the pavement opposite the museum entrance.
•
•
•
•

Stay on this spot and look
around you.
Find the name of the street
the museum is on.
Find the name of the terrace
at the junction to your left.
Find the terrace on this 1891
map. (Provided by Ordnance
Survey and Lancashire CC)

•

You won’t find the street
name on the map because its
name has changed. When
the map was made, the
museum was also a library.
Can you guess what the
street was called then? Find
it on the map.

Walk to the end of the street
Turn away from Richmond Terrace and walk to the end of Museum Street. Find a place on
the corner where your group can stand together safely and look at the buildings. From this
spot, look at the Town Hall and the Exchange. They are both marked on the map. The
exchange is where business owners met to buy and sell cotton. Some of them became very
rich.

Compare the buildings
As a group, come up with as many similarities between the town hall, the exchange and
Blackburn Museum as you can. Why do you think these buildings look like this?
Walk back up the street and stand opposite the museum.The buildings you have seen were
built around the same time (town hall in 1852, the exchange in 1862, the library in 1872).
What do you think Blackburn was like in the second half of the 19th century? How could
people afford to build large, decorated buildings?

If you have time: Compare the maps on the back of this card. How did Blackburn
change over time? Why isn’t the library, town hall or exchange on the 1844 map?

Maps

Part of an 1844 map of Blackburn. (Provided by Ordnance Survey and Lancashire County Council)

Part of an 1891 map of Blackburn. (Provided by Ordnance Survey and Lancashire County Council)

What is this place made of?
Start in the entrance hall
Find a space where your group can sit or stand together.

Materials Hunt
1. Each person needs a sheet of paper and a pencil.
2. Divide your sheet into eight boxes (you can do this by folding your paper in half, then
fold in half again, and then in half again. Then unfold it completely).
3. You are going to hunt for four materials: wood, glass, metal and ceramic tile. Write the
names of these materials on your sheet, each in a different box.
Wood

Glass

Ceramic
tile

Metal

4. If you’re not sure what ceramic tiles are, they are made from clay that has been rolled
out flat, cut into shapes and baked hard in a hot oven. (There are ceramic tiles on the
floor).
5. Alone or with a partner, look around the entrance hall for the materials. Look up, down
and all around!
6. When you find one of the materials look at it carefully and touch it gently (if you can
reach).
7. Write down words to describe the material in the material’s box on your sheet.
8. Add drawings to the empty boxes on your sheet: one drawing for each material. Choose
interesting shapes and patterns.

Gather together with your group
Show each other your sheets. Did you use the same words to describe each material?
Work together to make a list of words to describe the entrance hall.

Discuss
•
•
•

Why do you think the architects chose to use glass in the ceiling?
Why did they choose wood for the hand rail?
Why did they use metal to decorate the staircase and doorway?

What is this place made of?
•
•

•

Why did they choose ceramic tiles for the floor?
The architects who designed this building chose the materials, shapes and patterns and
put them together to create this entrance hall. How do you think the architects wanted
visitors to feel when they walked into the entrance hall?
Do you think the architects wanted visitors to think this place is serious or silly? Boring
or interesting? Ordinary or grand? Why?

If you have time
Imagine you could replace the materials in the entrance hall with any materials in the world.
What materials would you choose to make the entrance hall look much grander? Or much
sillier? Talk about your ideas or draw them.

What is this place for?
Start in the Watercolour Gallery on the first floor
Stand in the middle of the room with your group and look at the blue band high up on the
wall. On this blue band, there are white figures of people and horses. If you could touch
them, would they be flat or bumpy?
A band of sculpted decoration like this is called a frieze. This one is a copy of a frieze that
decorated a very famous ancient Greek temple called the Parthenon.

Go downstairs and out the main entrance
You must have an adult with you. Do not cross any roads unless you are told to by an adult.
With an adult, cross the road and stand on the pavement opposite the museum. Find a spot
where you group can stand together away from other groups.

Blackburn Museum’s Friezes
Blackburn Museum has panels of sculpted figures like friezes decorating the front and side of
the building. Three at the front, and five along the side. To see all of the panels you will need
to cross over onto Richmond Terrace and turn right for a view of the five alongside of the
museum building.
These panels are original, not copies. They were carved for the museum in the 19th century.
Each panel has a different theme, except for one mysterious panel that was added later and
doesn’t seem to have a theme. Look carefully at the carved figures, what they are doing and
the objects they are holding. Look at the chart on the back of this card and use the
descriptions to match each panel to its theme.

Discuss
•

Why do you think the architects who designed this building included these panels?

•

What do you think the panels are designed to tell visitors about what they do, see, or
learn about inside the museum and library?

If you have time: draw your favourite panel.

Blackburn Museum’s Friezes
Use the descriptions to match each panel to its theme.

Theme

Description

Art

This panel shows some figures sitting and some standing. Some are
painting, drawing or making sculpture. An architect is holding a long
measuring stick.

Literature

The theme of literature is all about writing and reading. One figure is
sitting on a throne and writing on a sheet of paper spread out on his lap.
Others are holding papers or stone writing tablets. Some are holding
musical instruments.

Science

There is lots of scientific equipment on this frieze, including flasks and
tubes and a globe. One figure is looking through a telescope.

Textiles

Cloth and thread are textiles. On this panel, figures are using machines to
spin thread and make cloth. At the centre two figures are looking at a
piece of cloth.

Iron foundry

An iron foundry is a factory where things are made from iron. Figures are
working with big hammers or other tools.

Agriculture

Agriculture is farming animals and growing crops. This panel includes
cows, sheep and trees, as well as figures holding tools for working on the
land.

Commerce

Commerce is all about making money by trading (travelling around
buying and selling things). On this panel, barrels and boxes are being
loaded onto a ship. On the right, two men with camels are making a deal.
Some figures are sitting, some are standing and many hold books or
scrolls of paper. One figure is pointing a stick at an animal that looks a bit
like a rhino.

How has this building
changed?
Start in the entrance hall on the ground floor
You are going to explore the ground floor together. Always stay with your group. Everyone in
your group should have a pencil and a sheet of paper.

Tour and draw
1. Walk through the entrance hall into the Early History Gallery. Turn around and look back
at the doorway you just walked through. Draw the doorway and the window above it.
2. Now, go to the Skill and Labour Gallery next door to the Early History Gallery.
3. On either side of the doorway into this gallery there are red columns. The bottom of the
column is called the base, the decorated part at the top is called a capital or cap.
4. Choose one column and draw the base and the cap.

1874 Newspaper article
Find somewhere in the Skill and Labour Gallery where you can sit together. Choose one
person in your group to read this part of a newspaper article out loud.
“On the right of the entrance hall… is the lending library, and on the left… is the reference
library, of some 34 feet in width, but having an arcade of columns the whole length of the
room… The columns and arches are of stone, with moulded bases and carved caps… The
grand staircase is of stone… The whole of the first floor will be devoted to the museum and
picture gallery.”
This article was written in the Preston Guardian newspaper 1874, when the building was
first opened. What was different in 1874?

1926 photos
Look at the photos on the back of this card. They were taken inside this building some time
around 1926.
Which parts of the building can you see in these photos? How has this building changed
since 1926? Look carefully at the doorway in the top photo and columns in the bottom one.

Discuss
In the 1970s, council decided to move the library into a new building.
• Why do you think they did this?
• Do you think it would be better to have the museum, gallery and library all in one
building, or in separate buildings? Why?

If you have time: Add some more drawings to your sheet; to show what the ground
floor looked like when it was a library, and what the ground floor looks like now.

1926 photographs

Library, around 1926. © Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council

Reference library, around 1926. © Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council

What can buildings tell us?
Start outside the museum
You must have an adult with you. Do not cross any roads unless you are told to by an adult.
With an adult, cross the road and stand on the pavement opposite the museum entrance.
Find a spot where your group can safely stand together and look at the outside of the
building, away from other groups.

The story of Blackburn Museum
In the 19th century, a group of people formed the Free Library Committee, to create a new
library, museum and gallery for Blackburn. The committee held a competition to find an
architect to design the building. The winning architects were Mr Woodzell and Mr Colcutt,
who worked together. They designed the building in the Gothic Revival style, which was very
fashionable at the time.

Gothic Revival style
This building tells us a lot about the Gothic Revival style. These are the main design ideas
behind the Gothic Revival style. Find examples of them on the building:
•

Pointed arch shapes.

•

Window tracery (stone carved into decorative shapes around the panes of glass in the
window).

•

Stone carved with shapes and patterns.

•

Shapes from nature, especially realistic-looking plants.

•

Human figures wearing clothes that look medieval, including long robes and cloaks.

•

Sloped roof. Usually a steep slope.

Discuss
•

The artists and architects who created the Gothic Revival style were inspired by old
buildings from medieval times, especially cathedrals, churches and castles. Which parts
of the building remind you of a church or castle, and why?

•

Why do you think the committee decided the Gothic Revival was the best style for
Blackburn’s library, museum and gallery building?

What can buildings tell us?
Create a guide to the Gothic Revival Style
Design a booklet that will explain the Gothic Revival style of architecture to the museum’s
visitors.
1. Take a sheet of paper and fold it in half to make a booklet.
2. Open up the booklet and draw examples of the main design ideas behind the Gothic
Revival style. Label your drawings to explain what they show.
3. If you have time design a front cover. Give your booklet a title and add a drawing if you
like.
4. If you have time, add some information about the building on the back cover of your
booklet.

Who was here?
Start outside the museum
You must have an adult with you. Do not cross any roads unless you are told to by an adult.

Look at the museum
Look at the museum gates. What does the gold writing on the gates say? One word has been
painted green. What is the word? Why has it been painted green?
With an adult, cross the road and stand on the pavement opposite the museum entrance.
Find a spot where your group can safely stand together and look at the museum entrance,
away from other groups.

Look up at the human figures
1.
2.
3.
4.

Up above the entrance there are three panels of carvings showing human figures.
Divide your group up into two or three teams.
Each team should choose a different panel to focus on.
Each team should spend three minutes looking carefully at their panel and talking about
it. What’s happening on your panel? What do you think the figures are doing?
5. When your time is up, take turns explaining your panel to the rest of the group.

Make a frozen picture
This time, work together as one whole group. Choose one of the panels and copy it with your
own bodies to create a frozen picture.
1. Decide which figure on the panel each person in the group is going to copy.
2. Try to arrange yourselves so you are standing next to each other in the same order as the
figures on the panel.
3. Copy the figures’ poses exactly, looking carefully at the positions their arms and legs are
in and which way they are facing.
4. Hold the pose for a few seconds (if your adult could take a photo for you). Then relax!

Bring the figures to life
These carvings have been here since the museum opened in 1874. If the figures were alive,
they would have seen or heard every visitor that has ever arrived and left through the door.
Imagine the figures came to life. What do you think the figures would have seen on the first
day the building was open to visitors in 1874? Who do you think might have visited? What
might the visitors have been talking about as they left?
Make your frozen picture again, but this time act out a scene with the figures
talking to each other about the visitors they have heard and seen.

Photos of Blackburn Free
Library, Museum and Art Gallery
If you have time: act out another scene. This time, imagine the figures are alive today.
What have they seen and heard over more than 140 years of the building’s history? How
might the people visiting have changed? The pictures below might give you some ideas.

Date unknown. Possibly 1960s or
before. © Blackburn with Darwen
Borough Council

Date unknown. Possibly
1920s. © Blackburn with
Darwen Borough Council

Photo taken some time
1921-1930. © Blackburn
with Darwen Borough
Council

