Where are we?
Start outdoors
If you have an adult with you, find the map on the display board near the arched gateway to
the grounds. Watch out for cars, the display board is near the car park.
If you don’t have an adult, stay close to the tower, and look at the map on the back of this
card.

Look at the map
On the map find these features:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Turton Tower
Trees
Roads
Lawns and gardens
The railway line
The stables, where horses were kept.

Listen
Can you hear any of the features on the map? Can you hear cars on the road? Wind in the
trees? Close your eyes for a minute and listen in silence. Afterwards, describe what you
heard.

Make some noise
•
•
•
•
•

What do you think you would have heard here 150 year ago? (The railway opened in
1848)
What about 500 years ago?
Think about transport, people and nature.
Take turns making one of the noises you think might have been heard here in the past.
Can the rest of your group guess what noise you are making?

Discuss
Why do you think rich families in the past wanted to have a house here?

If you have time: make a map
Look at the map again. People who make maps are cartographers. How have the
cartographers who made this map chosen to show these features?
You can make your own map of the area, but not by drawing. Work as a group.

Map
1. Decide which features you will show on your map.
2. In the courtyard, collect materials that you can safely pick up (fallen leaves, pebbles,
twigs for example).
3. Choose a clear patch of ground where you can lay the materials down to create your
map.
4. Work together to arrange the materials you have collected to create a map that shows
the features you have chosen clearly.
5. If you have a camera with you, take a photo of your map.

What is this place made of?
Start indoors
Find somewhere where your group has space to gather together, such as the library on the
ground floor. You are going to explore all over Turton Tower. Stick together as a group at all
times.

Your task
You must find out what different features (parts) of the building are made of. The features
might be made of wood or stone, or both wood and stone.

Get ready to explore: discuss
How will you know if a feature is made of wood or stone? Describe wood and stone to each
other. Think about: colour, texture, temperature, smell, the sound it makes when you tap or
walk on it.
Will you know what the material is if it is covered with paint, carpet or wallpaper?

Get ready to explore: predictions
Pick and write down three features from this list:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Floor
Wall
Fireplace
Door
Window sill (this is the ledge that sticks out under a window).
Toilet

Guess what material each of your chosen feature will be made of. Write it down.

Important rules!
1. You can gently touch parts of the building to help you discover their materials, but touch
with an empty hand (not with a pen or pencil in your hand).
2. Walk don’t run. Take care on the stairs.
3. Stay with your group.

Find and record
Explore the tower together. As you go write down each feature you find and what it is made
of: stone, wood, stone and wood, or something else?
Features to look out for: floors; walls; fireplaces; doors; window sills; stairs; ceilings;
toilets. (Some toilets are tucked away in the corners of bigger rooms).

What is this place made of?
Compare and discuss
After you have finished exploring, find somewhere your group can gather together. Look at
the guesses you made before you started exploring and compare them to your discoveries.
Which ones did you guess correctly? Were there any surprises?
Why do you think these materials were used? Where did the builders get them from?

What is this place for?
Start outdoors
Find a spot outside Turton Tower where your group can stand together and see the outside
of the building.

Ground plan
Look carefully at the plan on the back of this card. It shows the ground floor of Turton Tower,
with black lines showing where the walls were. It was drawn in 1884, more than 100 years
ago, so the part that is “modern” was modern in 1884, but is not modern now.

Find all the entrances
1. Stick with your group. Using the plan to help you, walk around the outside of the tower
and find all three entrances. On the plan they are labelled “entrance hall” or “porch.” (A
porch is a covered shelter that sticks out over a doorway).
2. When you find each entrance try to recreate it using your body. If it is large you might
need to work together. For example two people standing side by side could be a large
door, two people could reach up and pressing their hands together to make a doorway.
3. At each entrance, work as a group to think up as many words as you can to describe the
entrance. Think about what it looks like and how it makes you feel (for example: safe,
strong, impressive, boring, welcoming, tidy, practical). One person should write the
words down.

Discuss
When you have seen all of the entrances, talk about them.
•
•

•
•
•
•

Which entrance is most impressive and why?
In the 19th century, the tower was home to a rich family and the servants who worked for
them. How can you tell by looking at the outside of the building that it is a home and not
a castle for soldiers to defend?
Which entrance do you think the rich family used and why?
Which entrances do you think the servants used and why?
Which entrance do you think people delivering food used?
Why do you think the servants and the family used different entrances?

If you have time
Draw the main entrance (labelled “entrance hall” on the plan).
Draw a 19th century person arriving at the door (gentlemen wore top hats and smart
suits; ladies wore bonnets and long dresses with big skirts).

Plan of Turton Tower, 1884
Plan of Turton Tower from Old Halls in Lancashire and Cheshire by Henry Taylor, 1884

How has this building
changed?
Start outdoors
Stand in the courtyard, so you can see the front of Turton Tower. This is called the façade of
the building, which comes from an old French word for face. (Say “ç” like “s”).

Drawing challenge
1. Work in pairs. Partners stand back-to-back so that only partner A can see the façade.
2. Make sure partner B has paper and a pencil or pen.
3. Partner A must secretly choose one part of the façade to describe (for example, a porch,
a roof, a window, some of the decoration on the façade).
4. Without saying which part of the façade they have chosen, A must describe it to B, using
as much description as possible. B will draw what A describes.
5. When the drawing is finished, B can look again at the façade and try to spot which part A
had described. Does the drawing look like the building?
6. A and B swap places and play again.

Nearly 600 years ago
You can see what the façade looks like today. Turton Tower didn’t always look like this, it
has grown and changed over the years.
The oldest part of Turton Tower is the tall, stone tower that looks like it has battlements at
the top. This is called a pele tower (say “peel”). When it was built, around 1420, it would have
stood all alone, with no other buildings attached. Its owners probably only used it in times of
trouble.

Compare and discuss
•

•

•

Since 1420, the tower’s owners have added parts onto the building, and some had parts
knocked down or changed. Look at the picture of Turton Tower before 1840 on the back
of this card. What has been added onto the pele tower? Are any of these parts still there
now?
In 1835, James Kay bought Turton Tower. The picture of Turton Tower in 1845 shows the
changes that he had made. Compare the two pictures. How did James Kay change the
façade?
Has Turton Tower changed since then? Compare the 1845 picture to the façade as you
see it now. What is the same and what is different?

Why change it?
When the original tower was built in 1420, it was probably only used by its owners in
times of trouble. Later on its owners used it as their home. From the 1920s to the 1970s
the council used the Tower as an office. Why do you think many of the tower’s owners
made changes to the building? .

Pictures of Turton Tower

Turton Tower before 1840

Turton Tower around 1845

What can buildings tell us?
Start outdoors
Find a spot outside Turton Tower where your group can stand together and see the outside
of the building.

Tour and draw
1. Each person in your group needs a piece of paper or sketchbook, and a pen or pencil.
2. On a blank page or sheet of paper, draw lines dividing the page into four spaces.
3. Sticking together as a group, take walk all the way around the outside of Turton Tower.
Stay close to the building.
4. During your walk stop at four different places.
5. Each time you stop, look carefully and find shapes or a pattern decorating the building.
Fill one of the spaces on your sheet with a drawing of the shapes or pattern.

Go to the front of Turton Tower.
Find a pattern of big white flowers with four petals, on a black background (these four-petal
shapes are called quatrefoils). Next to the quatrefoil pattern, on the left, find a pattern of
black straight lines on a white background.
These patterns are on part of the tower with two pointy roofs and a big front door. This part
of was built in the 16th century, when Elizabeth I was queen. They are Elizabethan patterns.

Spot the copies
The family who bought Turton Tower in the 19th century added new parts to the building.
They copied the black and white Elizabethan patterns onto the new parts. Can you spot
them?
Elizabethan-style patterns have been painted onto another side of Turton Tower too. Did
you spot them during your tour and draw?

Discuss
•
•
•

Why do you think the new owners in the 19th century wanted to copy the old
Elizabethan patterns?
Why do you think the 16th century owners chose to decorate the outside of the building
with patterns?
Compare the black-and-white patterned parts of the building to the parts with bare
stone. Which do you prefer? Why?

What can buildings tell us?
If you have time
Look at your page of pattern drawings.
•
•

If you drew some of the Elizabethan patterns you saw on the 16th century part of the
building, write “Elizabethan” on them.
If you drew some of the patterns on the 19th century part of the building, write
“Elizabethan-style” on them.

Who was here?
Start indoors, in the dining room
This room was decorated by James Kay, who owned Turton Tower in the 19th century. He
had the wood covering the walls and the stone fireplace put in. More than 150 years ago,
James Kay lived at Turton Tower with his wife, five sons and one daughter.
You can explore, but do not sit on the chairs! Take a look around the room. Do you think they
were rich or poor?

Servants’ jobs
The Kay family were rich enough to pay servants to work in the house.
Look at the fireplace. What did the servants do to keep the room warm for the Kay family’s
meal times?
What other tasks did the servants have to do when the Kay family had dinner in the dining
room? Discuss with the group and come up with a list of tasks.

Plan a route
Look carefully at the plan of the ground floor of Turton Tower on the back of this card. Find:
•
•
•
•
•

The dining room
The beer cellar
The kitchen
Both pantries (a pantry is a room where food, and things like cups, plates, knives and
forks are kept)
The scullery (a room where the dirty dishes were washed)

Plan out a route for a servant who has these jobs to do:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Set the table with plates, knives and forks.
Bring the family’s food to the dining room.
Pour and serve the beer.
Collect and wash the dirty dishes.

Try to walk the route you have planned. You might not be able walk the whole route as some
of the rooms are now kept locked.

Discuss
The servants did not eat in the dining room with the Kay family. (They ate in the servants’
hall, which is now the gift shop).
How do you think the servants felt, working in the tower?

Who was here?
If you have time
Do a short roleplay, with some of the group playing the Kay family, and some of the group
playing the servants. (You can take turns and swap roles). What do you think they would say
to each other? What do you think they would really be thinking?

Plan of Turton Tower
From Old Halls in Lancashire and Cheshire by Henry Taylor, 1884

