Where are we?
Start outdoors
Find a place near to the Towneley Hall where your group can sit together, with a good view
of the land in front of the building.

Look at the 2015 map
On the back of this card, there is a recent map of the land around Towneley Hall.
•
•
•
•

Find Towneley Hall and the pond on the map.
Find The Avenue on the map, and spot it from where you are sitting.
On the map, find the place where your group is sitting right now.
What other information is included on the 2015 map? How is that information shown?

Compare to the 1848 map
The second map on the back of this card was first printed in 1848, more than 160 years
earlier. Compare the two maps.
•

Both maps show the same place, but the way each map shows information is quite
different. How do the two maps show information in different ways?

Now, focus on the information both maps tell you about Towneley Hall and the area around
it.
•
•
•

How has Towneley Hall changed since 1848?
What other differences have you spotted? How has the area changed?
What are the similarities? What has stayed the same over 160 years?

Look at the front of Towneley Hall
On the ground floor, there are rooms where the family would have spent a lot of their time,
often entertaining guests. When the family and their visitors in these rooms looked out of the
windows, what do you think the view would have been like?
In 1812, Peregrine Towneley, who owned the hall, paid an architect called Jeffry Wyatt to
update the hall. One of the changes he made was to add larger windows. For what reasons
might he have decided to do this?

If you have time:
Until 1901, Towneley Hall was the Towneley family’s home. A big change came when it was
sold to the council, and 1902 the land around it was opened as a public park.
Lots of people come to play in the park, go for walks and enjoy the view. What do you think
would make the view even better? You can talk about your ideas or draw them.

1848 map of Towneley Hall and the land around it. (Provided by
Ordnance Survey and Lancashire County Council)

2015 map of Towneley Hall and the land around it. (Contains
Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2015)

Maps

What is this place made of?
Start in the Green Regency Room
This is the room with green walls! Find a place in the middle of the room where your group
can stand or sit together.

Archiectural features
Architectural features are parts of a building, on the inside or the outside. Windows, doors,
ceilings, floors and fireplaces are all features. The statues are features too. The thing each
statue is standing on is called a pedistal.

First impression
Stay where you are, but look around you at the room. Discuss:
• What architectural features can you see?
• What materials can you see?
• What are your first impressions of this room? Choose some words to decribe it.

Draw a chart
•
•
•
•
•

Stay where you are. Find a partner to work with.
Make sure you have a sheet of paper and a pencil to share.
Fill your page with a chart with three columns, like this:
In the first clolumn write a list of the features you have
spotted.
In the second column write down the material you and your
partner think each feature is made from.

Feature

Material

Look closer
With your whole group, chose a statue and go and take a closer look at the pedistal. Some of
the pedistals are made from real stone (marble). Some of them are made from wood painted
to look like marble. Use the pictures on the back of this card to help you decide what the
pedistal is made from.

Check your list
With your partner explore the room, looking carefully at the features on your list. Are they
made from the materials you first thought they were? If you change your minds about the
materials a feature is made from, write your new ideas in the third column on your chart.

If you have time
Share your ideas about what materials each feature is made from with the rest of the group.
Do you all agree? Discuss why you think these materials were chosen.

Wood or marble?

Real marble pedestal

Painted wood pedestal

What is this place for?
Start in the Green Regency Room
Find a place where your group can sit on the floor together.

Ancient Greek designs
The ancient Greeks used patterns and motifs (shapes) to decorate their buildings, which all
have names. Work together as a group to match the patterns and motifs below to their
names, using these descriptions.
Acanthus: A large, spiky leaf.
Double guilloche: A complicated pattern of loops.
Egg and dart: A pattern of egg shapes and V shapes repeating along a line.
Garland: Bunches of leaves hanging together to make a curved shape.
Pearls: A repeating pattern of circular bead shapes.
Scroll: A curling line, supposed to look like a rolled-up scroll of paper.
Ribbon: A twirling ribbon motif.
Rinceau: A spiraling leaf pattern.
Caduceus: A stick with wings at the top, and snakes wrapped around it. This is
the symbol of the Greek god Hermes.
Column: A tall, thin pillar.
Fleuron: A flower motif.

What is this place for?
Spot ancient Greek designs
In the 1800s, the Towneley family, who owned Towneley Hall, decided the building was old
fashioned. Peregrine Towneley hired an architect called Jeffry Wyatt to update the hall. At
this time, it was very fashionable to include patterns and motifs from ancient Greece in new
designs.
1. Working with a partner, choose three ancient Greek patterns or motifs.
2. Make a sheet that will help you remember them. Write down the name of each pattern or
motif, and make a quick drawing.
3. With your partner, go on a hunt around the Red and Green Regency Rooms. These rooms
still look the way Jeffrey Wyatt designed them for Peregrine Towneley in the 1800s.
These rooms were for entertaining guests and displaying works of art. (Part of the Red
Room might be blocked off. Don’t cross the barrier, but do look at as much of the room
as you can.)
4. Find as many examples of your your three patterns as you can.

Discuss
Sit down with the rest of your group again, and talk about what you found on your hunt.
•

Which motifs and patterns were you looking for?

•

How many examples did you find? Where were they?

•

Why do you think Peregrine Towneley wanted these rooms to be decorated with ancient
Greek patterns and motifs?

•

Guests who came to visit would have spent time in these rooms. What would they have
thought of these rooms? What do you think Peregrine was trying to tell visitors about
himself?

If you have time
Imagine a conversation between Peregrine Towneley and a visitor, discussing these
features. Act out the conversation with your partner.

How has this building
changed?
Start outdoors
Stand on the lawn in front of Towneley Hall so you can see the whole of the front of the
building. This is called the façade of the building, which comes from an old French word for
face. (Say “ç” like “s”).

Drawing challenge
1.
2.
3.
4.

Work in pairs. Partners stand back-to-back so that only partner A can see the façade.
Make sure partner B has paper and a pencil or pen.
Partner A must secretly choose one part of the façade to describe.
Without saying which part of the façade they have chosen, A must describe it to B, using
as much description as possible. B will draw what A describes.
5. When the drawing is finished, B can look again at the façade and try to spot which part A
had described. Does the drawing look like the building?
6. A and B swap places and play again.

The story of Towneley Hall
Towneley Hall was the home of the Towneley family for hundreds of years. The first house
was probably built here for John Towneley, and when he died in 1399, it passed on to his
son, Richard. Over the years, the house was owned by other members of the family. As time
went on new parts were built onto the house, and other parts were knocked down or
changed.

Compare and discuss
Look at the pictures of Towneley Hall’s facade on the back of this card. One is a drawing
from 1742. The other is a painting from 1812.
•
•
•
•
•

Compare the 1742 drawing to the 1812 painting. What is different? What is the same?
What changes were made to the façade between 1742 and 1812?
Compare the 1812 drawing to the façade today. What has changed since 1812?
Why do you think the Towenely Hall’s owners wanted to make changes to the building?
Do prefer the building the way it looked in 1742, 1812 or the way it looks now? Why?

If you have time
In the 1800s, some of the rooms inside the hall were modernised using design ideas from the
ancient Greeks. How could you add some ancient Greek style to the outside of the hall?
Discuss or draw your ideas.

Pictures of Towneley Hall

Towneley Hall, 1742

Towneley, 1812

What can buildings tell us?
Start outside the main entrance
Walk through the main entrance into the Great Hall.

Discuss your first impressions
•
•
•

Take a look all around the room. If you want to, lie on the floor and look up at the ceiling.
What do you think of this room? What are the first words that come into your head? What
does it remind you of?
Imagine you are guests of the Towneley family and you have just stepped through the
main entrance into the Great Hall for the first time. What do you think of them?

The plaster decoration
The decoration you can see on the walls and the ceiling was paid for by Richard Towneley,
who owned Towneley Hall from 1712 until he died in 1735. It was very fashionable in the 18th
century. The white decoration was made using a material called plaster. It was done by two
artists from Italy. They were paid £126, which was a lot of money at the time.
The artists’ style borrowed lots of ideas from the ancient Romans. These parts are called
classical features. Can you spot these classical features?
Putti – chubby babies sitting on clouds.
Pilasters – tall rectangles on the walls that look like columns. They have straight grooves
(called flutes) and curling decoration at the top.
Medallions – circles with pictures of people inside.
Flowers and leaves
Ribbons
Masks

Towneley family symbols
Mixed in with the classical features are pictures that represent the Towneley family. Can you
spot them?
•
•

Portraits of Richard Towneley and his wife Mary (to find out what they looked like, find
them on the ceiling, in the corners. Now find them in other places around the room).
A shield with the Towneley family coat of arms (family symbol), coloured blue, red and
gold.

Why do you think Richard and Mary Towneley wanted this mixture of classical features and
family symbols to be the first thing that visitors saw?

What can buildings tell us?
Talking portraits
If the portraits of Richard and Mary Towneley on the ceiling could talk, what would they say?
What would they want you to notice about this room? What do they want you to know about
them?

If you have time
Redesign a room in your home (or school), including decoration that represents your family
(or your class) and the things you are interested in.

Who was here?
Start in the Great Hall
Find a quiet spot where your group can sit together.

Visitors’ descriptions
Towneley Hall used to be a private family home. The Towneley family had many visitors over
the years, and some of the letters they wrote have survived.
This is how Mr Waddington described the Great Hall in 1869:
“The lofty entrance hall, embracing both storeys [with] a beautiful… ceiling, very tastefully
decorated with guilloche and other ornaments. At the ends of the Hall are two large and
handsome chimney pieces [surrounded] by casts of fine [statues].”
(Guilloche is a pattern of twirling loops.)

Discuss Mr Waddington’s description
Do you think Mr Waddington liked the Great Hall? Why or why not?
A chimney piece is a fireplace. Take a closer look at the fireplaces and the ceiling. Do you
agree with his decryption? Why or why not?

Servants
Kathleen de Beaumont stayed at Towneley Hall in the 19th century. This is one of the things
she wrote about Towneley Hall in her book:
“Heating was entirely by coal fires… [There had to be] an army of servants to carry the coals
and keep the fires going continually.”
How do you think the servants felt about the chimney pieces?

Go outside
Stay with your group. Go outside through the main entrance in the Great Hall. On either side
of the main entrance, low down, close to the ground, there are two pairs of windows. Can
you find them?
These are windows to the passage that runs underneath the Great Hall. This passage was for
the servants. It connected the kitchen and the dining room. This meant the servants could
move around without the Towneley family or their guests seeing them much.
If you have time, go back inside and visit the servants’ passage.

Who was here?
Discuss the servants’ passage
•

Why do you think the Towneley family wanted a servants’ passage?

•

The servants’ passage is not decorated like the Great Hall. Why not?

•

How do you think the servants felt about having to use the servants’ passage?

If you have time
Imagine you are at Towneley Hall in the 19th century. You can be a servant or a rich visitor.
Write a letter home describing Towneley Hall and what you think of it.

